
Acts 3    From Lame to Fame 

1) Born that Way.  

a) The man was born lame.  

b) We are all born “lame.” The Bible uses many different metaphors to 
picture the fallen condition of the human race: dead in our sins (Eph 
2:1); blinded by the god of this world (2Co 4:4); ignorant and unable to 
understand spiritual truth (1Co 2:8, 1Co 2:14); deceived and deluded 
(2Th 2:10-11); deaf and dumb (Mk 7:32-37); leprous (Mk 1:40-42); and, 
lame (Mk 4:1-12). 

2) Brought that Way 

a) They laid him daily by the gate which was called Beautiful. He could 
not get there by himself. And he was not allowed to be taken any further. 
This gate was a 60 foot tall gate made of Corinthian bronze and gilded 
with gold. It was the gate that separated the court of the Gentiles from 
the court of the women. The lame and crippled were not allowed to be 
brought in the Temple.  

b) This man is us. We are not able to get where we need to be without 
help. We cannot enter into God’s presence and blessing without His 
power. We can never get there by our own powers.  

3) Begged that Day 

a) The man was a beggar. He had nothing to give to anyone else. The 
condition of his life was to never be able to help anyone, give to anyone, 
or ever enter into the gate. All he could do was beg from others so he 
could live.  

b) It is an ugly picture by a beautiful gate. We have nothing to offer to 
God without God. Our works will not get us there. We cannot walk with 
God unless God intervenes. We cannot be a blessing to others until God 
blesses us.  

4) Beheld that Day 
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a) Peter said, “look on us.” The man looked to them in expectation of a 
handout. Peter had the man focus on the act of receiving. You have to be 
open to receive. Your expectation is the gate to receive.  

b) You have to look before you leap. You will never change your 
circumstances before you change your vision. You have to see that God 
has more for you.  

5) Blessed that Day 

a) He was expecting a handout. He got a healing. He expected a token. 
He got a transformation. He expected a coin. He received completion. 
God will always give you more than you expect. (Eph. 3:20).  

b) He did not just walk through the gate. He broke through the gate, 
dancing and leaping and praising God. He went into a place he had 
never been, doing what he had never done. God has more for you. What 
are you looking at?  

 

Acts 3-  

1. Always the Same. It Never Changes.  

a) The man was born lame. He was not young. Probably about 40. He is 
a lame man at a lame Temple. They rejected Jesus.  

b) Brought to the same place, same time, every day , to do the same 
thing. He had to taste the dust in his mouth, beg for money (why do you 
think his family brought him there every day? They were using him.) 
Nothing ever changed.  

2. Always at the Gate Beautiful. Close, but Never In.  



a) The man was always laid close to a gate he could never enter. He 
could see through the gate. He saw other people go where he was never 
allowed.  

b) Some people are satisfied with close. They live on the edge of almost 
and have done it so long they are satisfied. But some are saying in their 
hearts: Close is not enough. I want in.  

3. Always looking At, but never looking Up. Looking for Coins, not 
Completion.  

a) Peter said, “look on us” The man held up his cup. Peter said, “You are 
going to need a bigger cup for what I have for you.” Peter had him focus 
his faith to receive.  

b) He expected a handout. He got a healing. Because he looked up, he 
stood up. You have to look before you leap. Get a vision for receiving. 
God has more for you than you can imagine (Eph. 3:20; 1 Cor. 2:9).  

4. Always is not Always. Jesus Christ brings Change.  

a) The man was healed. The man broke through the crowd, broke 
through the gate, and his life was changed forever.  

b) You can change. Your situation can change. Always is not always with 
God. He wants you to enter into a new place with Him. 


